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s o)
GENERALS TESTIFY

N ESPIONAGE GASE:

Trial Begins for Former Officer
~ Accused of Selling Army's
Secrets to Russians

By GREGORYJAYNES '
) Special to The New York Tixres . ' .
- JACKSONVILLE, Fla., Sept. 23 —
The United States began its caseagainst
a former warrant officer charged with.
espionage today by calling two promi-
nent retired Army generals, both of
- whom testified that top-secret coding
- ‘materials he is accused of selling to the
- 'Soviet Union were m‘uaal for natmnal
defense.

Joseph G. Helmich Jr., who was ar-

" rested in July after a one-year investi-
" gation by the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation, is charged with selling the com-
raunications secrets to the Russxans for

- $131,600in1983and 1964. .
The first witness called was Wuham
. C. Westmoreland, commander of the
United States forces in Vietnam, a four-
" star general and Army chief of staff
when he retired in 1572. He testified that

- the coding system Mr. Helmich is ac- |
- cused of seiling was essential when he
" was commander of the 18th Airbore |

- Corps, a precursor of the Ramd Deploy-
" ment Force.

“Othemisé the enemy would be read-.
- ing our mail,” the general said. “He

. would know where we were going, and

" how we were poing and when we were

" going and when we were gomg to get.
there.” . . - i

‘Key to Every!hing’
; gereral who was with the North Atlantic

. session of the materials by repeating it

! “‘Would it tip off cur enemy? It’s thekay
to everything. I mean here you've. got

" thekey to the damned door. The answer,
is yes, Mr. Prosecutor.”” :

The Government contends that Mr. .

- Helmich,  who v::sd classitied as a;
crypto-custodian put in charge o
codes and code books in Paris and at

. Fort Bragg, N.C., in the early 1960’s,
: soldwtalpamMaKL‘lcryp
.photographs he had made of the device,

. and a maintenance manual, operating |-

- instructions and coding keys,,'l‘hemih
, tary says the KL-7 was ‘‘the work
> horse" forcodinginthose years. . _._ i

. count of conspiracy, each of which ',
carries a maximum penalty of life im- .
: 015300000r$40,(>41)m\«1emm€1ty
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Mr. Helmich, & years old, is charged i
with three counts of espionage and one !

prisonment.
Tracked by F.B.L _
In opening remarks, United States At-
torney Gary Betz said *‘the mosaic” of
Mr. Helmich’s movements were put to-
gether by the F.B.1. starting in August

1980, apparently after he was spotted -

talkmg to Russian agents in Ottawa.
Mr. Heimich, who left the Army in 1566,

was working then as a manager of a.-:
.. hardwarestorein Niagara Falls, N.Y. -
.. From August untl February the -
~ F.B.L mtemewed Mr. Helxmch nme

" times,

- Ina prehmmary hearmg, he tanﬁed ,
that he was forced to cooperate under |
threat of a 35-year prison sentence. As |
the meetings continued, he said, the air
of hostility receded and there was talk of
sending him back to Paris in a counter- -
intelligence role. In June; he informed .

the F.B.I. that he was moving to Jack-
sonville and going to work laying floor

. tiles. He said-he was ‘‘stunmed’” when he
. wasarrestad July 15.

Attorneys for Mr.  Helmich have

- asked Federal District Judge Susan H.

. *‘ostentatious wealth.”” He gaid that the

- pensiveclothes.

|- intohis affluencein 1964 that he had par-
~ | layeda $2,500 inheritence into an invest-

’IhomasRlemi,areﬁredthm&star s 530,000

- 10330,

.- Treaty Organization in his last posting, |’
! answered a question about enemy pos- :

¢ F.B.L last year that Claude was really

N

-did not have an attorney present. The

-Army that a Parisian business consult-
. ant named Claude helped him with the

Black to suppress the evidence from his
first seven meetings with the F.B.I. be-
cause he was not advised of his rights |-
until the eighth meeting and because he

judgehasyet to rule on the motion.
‘Ostentatious Weaith® -

" In sketching the case he intends to
present, Mr. Betz said that Mr. Helmich
returned from his tour in France with

defendant bought a Jaguar for himself
and another for his wife, who wore ex-

The couple lived ﬁoll the prosecutor
said, and Mr. Helmich explamed to two
Army officers who were asked to look
ment in Paris that brought him $20,000

Mr. Betz said Mr. Helmich told the

investments. Mr. Helmich told the
Viktor Lyubimov, a’ Saviet agent, Mr.’

Betz said. He told friends in hx.s coms-
panythathehadwonalotterv. . . -

STAT

The prosecutor said Mr. Halmich’s as-
sociation with the Soviet Union ceased .
earnmg him money in the summer of |
1364, wnen he was given a final payment ;

Since leaving the Army, Mr. Helmich 5

" has held a stnng of low-paying Joba,

from Miami to Niagara Falls and back. '
Florida mxr"ahsts who tracked downi
Mr. Helrmch’ friends and co-workers
hereand in Georg1a, South Carolina and !

. New York have been nnable to find any- |
- one who remembers him ever havinga | ;

substantial amount of money. o
Indeterminate Damage I

¢ What has not come out at the trial, nor |
fmm the Pentagon, is the extent of dam-
age the sale of such information would
bave ‘wrought during the Vietnam
yeers Mr. Betz has described it as

‘‘grave, gravedamage.”

Outside the courtroom, General West-
moreland refused to soeculate this af-
ternoon. Inside, he had said, **One timel
had a commanding officer who said if
you don’t have communications you
don’thave anything.”

Later, General Rienzi spoke of mili-
tary codmg and said, I went through 42
yea.rsmtheArmyandsxxwarsandI m
still alive. And I think I’m still alive be-

cause everybody didn’t know what I was
domg ” .
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